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f IPABETTP QUIT £ Ve1 /' ■“““J descri b ed - HEALTH'NEGLECT SEEN I 

UuMLI IX DU 11 the deceased asacham smoker Theodore ^ of ±e Ne J 
"&■■■ __- 1-^^' who used more than two pack- x. , , ,. mncu ® T ? 1 * j 1 ®-? 1 ?, 

^COUNSEL HEARD 

fe&fcY*!—-_i- King Bee tobacco and Picayune SH 1 ,. ®5“"* 


that evidence df the defense 


S »tbnship Involved Camels, a product of the Rey-|«'““ 

• k._k_ .-;•»’■,•*• nolds company. He said that** 1 .®* evidence 6t the defense 

•^federal court lurv'imnan- Lartigue roIled his own eW*?. ^ art)gUe s de , atJ ! 

teoerai court jury impan _, was caused by his own neglect 

eled for the trial of a suit in- g£s and CaS * hls healths 

.a gSffc .W*™* «* relationship between “® us “ defendants claim. Kindle 

.gSHkjiWWtte smoking and cancer asserted^ that Lartigue's death 


^4P8SK^W^t* smotan? w> d cancer *£r-,pssertedY that Lartigue’s death 

i A^** e « rd • ■<»«“* statements of Lartigue died in C WM not caused by anything 

i m^wmsel Tuesday. . : :.i ; $>*■# .•* «* age at 65 Brumfteld they did or did not do in any 
* Almost the entire second day. ffi/ 0 - W''«h*Pe or form.” ,fe v s f n, 

- 'rfc-y of the trial was taken up with He alleged that the claim of 

the selection of two alternate where he went af tog per-^ p] a j nt j ff is supported only 
&$&. J»»» who Witt participate in the **<* «“ by "suspicion, conjecture, and 

deliberations only if .regular Foundation hospital to things of that character, no sub- 

mfmbers of the jury are unable New .Orleans. * - * gtantial evidence/* •... ' 

'■££*>■... ito complete hearing the case. 'CIGARETTE FIEND* Vv Kindle sharply criticized 
/^yv-^The taking of testimony in the The plaintiff's attorney der Brumfield’s request that the 
?'y;W case in which Mrs. Victoria St scribed him as • "a cigarette jury bring in a verdict for the 
Pierre* Lartigue,, formerly a fiend." Brumfield told the jury widowJn the surq of $150,000, 
/.£'# < resident of Franklin, now of “the first thing he did in the pointing out that the amount 
^ Houston, Tex., claims that her Corning was smoke a cigarette, sought in the original suit^was 
£ husband's fatal lung cancer was He smoked all day, through ,the $779,500. He referred to this 
caused by his smoking of ciga- and smoked every cigar-amount as “a dream.” He as- 
/'vv rettes is scheduled to begin at e tte down to the very butt.” serted that he will produce evi- 

_ 10 a. m. r Wednesday before The attorney said that he wjll dence to show that while Larti- 

1 Judge Herbert W. Christen- prove that the two companies gue was still alive x he offered 
^ berry. r . . ha(J 'Tespbnsibility to ma^e to settle with R. J. Reynolds 

Mt*s. Lartigue is suing the their product wholesome, "to for $750 for hospitalization ex- 
• Liggett and Meyers Tobacco make their product in such a penses and $750 for loss of work. 

• Company and the R. J. Rey- manner that they wouldn't kill *HAD TO GET OUT* 

©olds Tobacco^ Company. people or cause them any Discussing the factor of con* 

I --^^CAIXED .CHAIN SMOKER harm/* 

2 Alva Brumfield, Baton i He claimed that he will show "T* 

^Kouge attorney, .representing oy evidence that .there are - 

’ Mrs. Lartigue, charged in his harmful tars in cigarettes which 

opening statement that the two cause cancer and ihat the com- ; - ^ 

defendants killed her husband panies have never given any '* 
running over him with,warning on their.packages or in 1 " : 

iXv : one of their trucks, but causing advertising that ‘ their products . * ' . ^ ' 

r *v ‘ his death just as Effectively by are unwholesome. - - | . ■ ■'*/ v . 

-.the use of products manufac- He outlined that he hopes to 
tured and sold by them.” prove his case through a chain .... ■*- 

He told the jury that he hopes of statistical, biological, chemi-1 nv - .. . .. r, r - 

to prove that Frank J, Lartigue cal, pathological, and clinical 
' used Liggett and Meyers and evidence. 

; aC R. J. Reynolds products for 41 
years and smoked them exces* 


tributory negligence on the part ? 

of Lartigue, the defense attor- 

ney described him a% a cigar- ^ 

ette “fiend" as far back as 1899 

when he was only nine years 

old. He pointed out that in 1899 

the Liggett and Meyers firm 

was not in existence. . 

Kindle called Lartigue “a hu- 
man chimney" arid said that in 
a pre-trial deposition his widow 
testified that his smoking was 
so bad that she "had to get out 
of the house lots of times.” 

He described Lartigue as a 
very unhealthy man who had 
many diseases in his early life 
and “a prospect for most any ' 
type of disease/ * • :• -■.* 

Kindle told the jury that there .. 
is no basis for a monetary re- ' 
covery based on anything which 
happened after July, 1955, the 
time of Lartigue’s death. “Prior , < 
to that time,” he claimed, ^ 
"medical science had not ■mm 
reached the point where it could ^ 

be said that smoking cigarettes 
could cause this condition.” '■*' 

CANCER CAUSE PUZZLE 
The cause of cancer today, ' . . ‘ . / 
Kindle asserted, is still as much - 
of a mystery as ever. He 
claimed that the defense will V *A : 
prove that Lartigue's death 
was not caused by any of the i v 
tobacco products. > > ^ 

Harry Kelleher, of the New ' 

Orleans firm of Lemle and Kel- 

leher, representing Liggett and bjfegk 

Meyers, told the jury that he 

adopted Kindled opening state- 

ment but reminded them that '/|&££3£ 

the Liggett and Meyers firm 

was not established until 1911, 

10 years after Lartigue started 
smoking- ' * v :;’ ‘ ^ 

He pointed out that until 1911 
King Bee tobacco and Picayune ' 4 >r 
cigarettes were manufactured 
by the W. R. Irby Company jot 
New Orleans. . -• 

There is serious conflict in 
medical science as . to what : • 
causes cancer, he said, “and I ' 
don't believe anyone can say ' i. 
Specifically what causes can c .:-v4 
cer.” .. V'-.*/:.- 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/mxbm0000 



